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A MINUTE WITH GOD - WEEK FIVE OF LENT 
(Meant for prayer and reflection during the fifth week of Lent) 

“Those who believe, see; they see with a light that illumines their entire journey, for it comes 
from the risen Christ, the morning star which never sets.” Pope Francis: Lumen Fidei - The 
Light of Faith (paragraph 1), 2013  

OPENING PRAYER  
The Gospel for this week tells the story of Lazarus being raised from the dead. Lord, you 
understand human friendship and human grief. We know that death is not an ending, but the 
beginning of new life in you. As you ask us to trust in you, help us, like Martha, to answer in 
faith: “Yes Lord, I believe.” Amen  

PRAYING WITH THE PSALMS: From Psalm 130 

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be 
attentive to my voice in supplication. 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, LORD, who 
can stand? But with you is forgiveness, 
that you may be revered. 
 

With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
I trust in the LORD; my soul trusts in his word. 
More than sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel 
wait for the LORD. 
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
For with the LORD is kindness and with him is 
plenteous redemption; And he will redeem Israel 
from all their iniquities. 
 

GOSPEL READING: JN 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33B-45 

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying, “Master, the one you love is ill.” When Jesus 
heard this he said, “This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when 
he heard that he was ill, he remained for two days in the place where he was. Then after this he 
said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at home. Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that 
whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise.” 
Martha said, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” 

Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is 
coming into the world.” 

He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 
him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” But some 
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of them said, “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man have done something so 
that this man would not have died?” 
So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. Jesus said, 
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, “Lord, by now there will be a 
stench; he has been dead for four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe 
you will see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank you for hearing me. I know that you always hear me; but because of the crowd 
here I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me.” And when he had said this, He 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with 
burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him 
go.” Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done began to believe 
in him. 

 GOSPEL REFLECTION 
Multiple times in this Gospel reading we are reminded of how much Jesus loves his friends. He 
is disturbed by their mourning and He himself cries for Lazarus. Jesus shares with us our deepest 
emotions, our friendship and grief. He literally feels our pain. Jesus wept when he saw the others 
weeping. He felt the impact that this tragic event had on Mary, Martha and the others, and he 
shared in that sorrow.  

Mary, Martha and the others were not only mourning the loss of Lazarus, but they may have had 
their faith shaken as well. Martha tells Jesus that she knows Lazarus would not have died if he 
had been there sooner. Some of the others who were there had similar remarks. It was hard for 
them to understand why Jesus would have let such a thing happen. But Jesus says, “This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” He trusts that death is not the end for Lazarus; it is a transition into a new life that 
God will provide.  
Belief is an important theme in this Gospel. In Aramaic, the language of Jesus, the word for 
“believe” can also be translated as “rely on” or “lean on.” We are asked to not only intellectually 
believe, but also believe in a very practical way. Jesus asks Martha if she believes in him, and 
she responds that she does. However, when Jesus asks Martha to roll away the stone in front of 
Lazarus’ tomb, putting her faith in him into action, she hesitates. It can be hard for us to act in 
faith, even if we are strong in our beliefs. Jesus challenges us to believe in him openly and 
actively so that others can believe – to trust him enough to roll away the stone.  

FAITH IN ACTION 
Do some research about an organization in your community that supports vulnerable groups. 
Find out how you can help them in their work.   
Pray for those who are dealing with the Corona virus especially for those who have lost a loved 
one, for protection and for a cure. 
 CLOSING PRAYER  

Lord Jesus, you are the resurrection and the life. We believe in you. We cling to you. We rely on 
you. Through our actions, we reaffirm our faith. May our actions in the communities around the 
world bear fruit.   Amen.  


